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SERMONS 
rg on the 8. day 


of May 1615. inthe Pariſh- 


Churchoft SSTzpHernN 


in Walbrooke London. 


At an anmuerſarie Solem- 


nitie and afſeinblie of the 
Companie ot Grocers 
of LonNnDoN,. 


B 
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; In commemoration of their ; 
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ancient and firſt beginning 


to be a Compante. 
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Co oo edGep 


T0 THE 


Right Worſhiptull 
and bis fineular good 


PaTRroNs, the 


Companie ofthe 
GROCERS, 


KEE. Wiſer AN 


increaſe of all peace 
and happinelle. 


STE2) lIoht Worſhip- 
POS! full, althouch 


it be much as 


9ainſt my diſþoſation, 
A N Who 


Loni 4 _— 


| | IhcEpate | 


Who preach ſo often, 
to commit any one Sers 
mon to the publike_ 
| | View, eſpecially this, 
|  Whereof I have as 
| meane Conceit as of 
the reſt ordinarily de- 
| luered. Notwithſtane 
| d1n2, if at may gIUE_ 
any ſattfa&ion, I doe 
humbly intreat , that 
you Would be pleaſed 
| fo accept of ſo (mall | 
a teſtimonie of my 
| | greater thankefalneſſe. 
ToWhom as Tacknow: 
| ledpe | 


OO On Co EIS 


— —_— 


| Dedicatorie. 


ledee my ſelfe much 
| obliged, ſo ſhall Tener 


be readie to render a_ 
farre greater / ontifi- 
cation of my dutre_.. 
| And albeit this ſubs 


amplified much more 
then my leaſure-m the 
throng of other buſt- 
| neſſe would at thr 
| time permit : yet Un» 
d derſtandins of a rus 
m1 ſpread , as if 
| | pon conference With 
ſome, I ſhould beone 
| A& 


ef deferueth to bee | 


| 
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to alter my mide ; I 
| baue choſen rather to 
ſet it downe Word for 
Word as it Was at that 
time Tvttered, then to 
| enlarge any branch of 
| if. T laboured moſt to 
| deliuer the naked truth 
in thu point, without 
ornament of ſpeech . 
| ſuch nakedneſſe 1s ne. 
wer to bee aſhamed. 
Thus deſiring Almighs 
tie God that the ſim: 
| ple truth may ſo Worke 
pon the confciences 


of | 
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Dedicatorie. 


of enery one for the_ 
eflabliſhmg of peace, | 
01 der,and gouernment | 
amongst US, that We 
may haue a moſt ten: 
der care of all fuch | 
Oathes from that Oath | 
of Allegeance to hus 
Maieſtie,to the Oathes 
taken by the meaneſl 
( hurch - Wardens in 
our pariſhes : I doe. 
humbly commend you 
Fr my praters to the 
grations protection of 
the Almiehtte. 
As From F- 
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| The Epiſtle. 


| From S. Stephens 
Walbrooke, Lon- 
EA | don. May 25. 
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For men verily ſweare 
by him that 15 greater: an 


Þ 


an end af all ſtrife. 
| 


4 tiuth auerred, and 
the moſt religious 9Þ- 
ligation of any thing 
promiſed that.is to be 
tound 


Oath amonost them is 


| 


| 
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bay vnder heauen. 
| SO holy, taar God 
hath hallowed it no 
| otherwiſe then his 
| owne Sabaoth both 
by precept and exam- 
ple. Foras the fourth 
Comandement 1s not 


only ſanctitied by di- 


ber thou keepe holy the_— 
| Sabaoth day, but by 
Gods owne example, 
Hee reſted the ſeuenth' 
aay, wherefore the Lord 
blefſed the ſeurnth day 
and hallowed it. In like 
manner this afhrmi- 
tive part of the third 
 Commaundement is 


uine precept, Kerem- | 


| 


———_—_——_____u_ — 


ſanQti- | 


PU 
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porn Oathes, | 


 andtified by precept 
as a.part of Gods wor- 
 lhippe, Ef}. 45.23. E- 
very knee—> ſhall bow to 
re , and euery tongue 


(ball ſweare by me. And 


| 


| 4 the LJ. verl. before | 
| My text, wee have his | 

owne practice and ex- 
amplc : where he con- | 
ftirmeth his promiſe to 
Abraham by an Oath, 
As 1s the in(titution,ſo 
is the forme, and end 
of an Oath : for wee 


{weare by a greater 


then ne Bled, to the | 
end thatſuch ſwering 

may bee a preſent re- 
medie againſt all ſtrite 


I and | 


——__——— 
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and contention a- 
 monglt vs. Let theſe 
be thetwo parts of my 
text, The forme. and 
the exa of an Oath. 

i TheForme, That 
men ſwearc ova creme. 

2 The knd, Thatit 
makes an end of all ſtrife. 

1 This greater, by 
whom men iwceare, 15s 
no lefle then God 
himſclte,tor in /er. 5.7. 
Goo chalengeth thoſe 
who ſweare by them that 
be no Gods, An Oath 
therefore 1s the inuo- 
cauon of the name of 
God, reuerend and 
holie then is an Oath, 


| 


| 


becauſe | 
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_ pun Oathes. 
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becauſe reuerend and 
holy 1s his name ; So 
deepely is this point, 
Imprinted inthe harts 

of men, that natural! 
Religion hath caught | 
the very Heathen 
themſelues, toſweare 
by theirgods, as LZa- 
ban {ware by the Goa of 
Nahoer , but lacob , by 

the feare of Iſaake. that 
is by the true God 


worſhiped. 

This point alſo 1s 
expreſled, by the very 
ceremonie of an Oath: | 
Joſeph put his han 
| vnder lacobs thigh, 

and 
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and the ſeruant of. A- 
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brah.tm vnder the 

thizh of his Maſter. 
Becaule ( as S. Au guſt: 
and Ambros ood; 
it) God our Saviour 


the loines of Abraham, 
| Iſaake, and Jacob; and. 
as of old they put 


thigh of that Patri- 
arches of whom 
Chriſt was then to 
come : lototheſlame' 
purpoſe do Chriſtians 
Jay their hands vpon 
ſome part of that ſa- 


cred booke wherein 
Chriſt ts reuealed. By 


was to proceed out of | 


| 


their hands, vnder the | 


ſuch! 


- 
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ſuch like ceremonies 
do we lignifie that we 
ſweare by a greater, 
and that greater to be 
no other then God, 
and our Sauiour. 

The 3 grounds or ; 
reaſons of inuocating 
the name of God in 
an Oath as they do 
naturally riſe of that 
terme of my text 
7 78 wizoves ſo will 
they cleere the way 
vnto that which fol- 
loweth. 

1 Men by ſin haue | 
loſt their credir, and 
therefore doe they 


pawne the credit of 
bim | 


| 


_ —_ 


mm— | _ | 
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+ | —| 
him who 1s truth it }- 


ſelte. And in caſe of | 
| neceſhtie for want of| 
( | other ſufficient pledge 
| God doth vouchſafe 
to pledge his truth for 
honeſt men that mean 
| well, The truth and 
credit of God is grea- 
h ter then mans, and| 

therefore men (wearc | 
by him, asbyagrea- | 
ter. 

2 An Oath 1s the 
manifeſtation of a ſe- 
| cret truth or intention 
of the hcare for to 
| [weare inthings mani- 
teſtis the taking of the 

name ot God in vaine. 
| - Burt 


— CC 


— 


| pon Oathes. | 9 


But God alone is the 
knower of the heart 
| and reynes, therefore 
he onely mult teſtifte, 
that which 1s perteQa 
ly knowne to none but | 
him. He 1s greater in | 
knowledge then man, 
in knowleds e of ſe- 
cret houehn and 
things that are molt 
hidden, therefore man 
{weareth by him as by 
the greater. 
| 3 It a man (hall for-' 
(weare himſelfe, or vi- 
olate his Oath, rhe 
wrong' is done direct- 
vnto God. His. 
truth is fallifked , his 


| name 
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OI ern 
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A Sermon 
name is abuſed inthe 
highelt degree. Great 
reaſon therefore that 
he ſhould be indgein 
that caſe. To redeeme 
his ſacred nameby ta- 
king vengeance vp- 
on periured perſons. 
From this ground it 
ariſeth that the Maie- 
ſtie of God is called 


vpon in an Oath, 77 


teſtis (> winaex. Andi 


therefore as God doth 
pawne his ſacred name | 
for our credit, ſo doe 


ve lay in a counter- |- 


pawne of our ſaluati- 
on, or of ſomewhat 
that is deareſt vnto vs 


for | 


7 pon ( Oathes. 


| | for our fidelitie: 

| Which we muſt for- \ 

te t if wee kecpe not | 

' Our Oath. 

The Apolile hath 
'giuenan inſtanceof a 
| perfe& forme in this | 


kinde, z. Cor. 1.23-1| 


| call God to record wpon 
my Soule. Thereis God | 
 Teſtis & Vinaex , I call 
God torecord, thee} 's 
Gods pawne for Paul 

Vpon my Soul, There 
1s Pauls counterpiwne 
for his fidelitic. Jn ani- 
ha mearn , pon the 
\perill of mine owne_ 


| 
| 


| 


I I 


ſoule be ir if I falſifie | 
Gods iccord. If P:ul | 


| 
NOW | 


LY 
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—— 


now had abuſed the 
teſtimony of God, he 
had forteited his own 
ſoule. 

This forfeiture was 
| of 0!1d expreſſed by 
God doe ſo to mee and 
more alſo, or luch like 
formes of execration. 
{Now is it giuen for 
the conclulion of our 
ſolemne Oathes. So 
help you God. 

By this I hope you 
conceiue the forme, 
| and by the forme, the 
nature of an Oath, 
together with the rea- 
ſons why wee ſweare 
only by the name of 


4 


OO I I—_ 


God 


| GT 28 2a ee 1 
| eTpon Oathes, | 13 | . 
ae I mY 
God as the grearer. 
; Greater in nameand | 
£7 credit, that his Credit 
BY ' might ſupplic the de-| | 
feds in ours. 
Greater in the know- 
ledge of ſecrets,that he | 
 mightteſiifie the lim- 
| ple intentions of our } 
hearts. | 
| Greater in power 
and iudgement that 
| he might take venge- 
ance of ſuch wretches 
as dare abuſe his ſa- 
cred maieſtie. 
Therefore men weri- 
ly ſweare by him that is 
| greater. | 
2 From this diuine 
forme 
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| Obligation is once ſub-, 


| 


this witnes hath once 
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forme is deriued fo ex- 
ceilent an end of an 
Oath, that it makes an 
! end of (trife A fox- 
te pietatis flait rims 
charuatis. And ht it 


_ 


 ſtreame ſhould flowe 


| | 
For a greater teſtimo- 
nie of {incere truth, | 


of the moſt ſecret in- 
tentions cannot be 


is that ſo worthy a 


from ſuch a fountaine. | 


gluen then is an Oath, | 
Wherefore after that 


ſpoken, after that this 


| fcribed by laying the 
| f. band 


deed O—_ OI 


NIE w—— — __— R—_ ——— 


| 


: | hand-vpon the booke, 


| hath before | deter- 


— 


pon Oarhes. 
738 


and ſealed by kifling 
of the ſame, it were a 


to that diume Maie- 


tention about that 
which a lawtull Oath 
mined. 
An indignitie Ifay, 
ſeeing the God of 
truth hath vouchſafed 
himſelfe to interpolſe 
as 4 witneſle of {ince- 
ritie, and a reuenger 
of perinrie. | 

Let an oath'there- 


| 


3 


great indignitie offred | 


{tie,once to callin que- | 
| ftton, or to moue con- | 


fore bee an end of al! 


B ſtrife 


I o—_— —_y <ar I een Ee a W>—qammp. 
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pray God it may, and 
God forbid but it 
ſhould. 
| Wherefore (Right- 
loued) ſeeing my fin- 
| ger is now vpon the 
| fore, giue me leaue to 


_—_—_— 


| quicke. If any aske 
what I haue to doeto 
intermedle ; Ler this 
be mine <Apolozie. 
| Firſt my profeſhon 
bindeth mee to be a 
peacemaker amongſt 
[you being of the 
 Companie aſlembied 
within my cure. Asin 
| generall 


” OO \ 


—— 


| worſhipfull and be-| 


| OUTTA — 
| ſtrife amongſt vs, I| 


couch it a little to the |' | 


| generall I began the | 


| eOþon Oathes. | 


— 


laſt yeare. 


acknowledge this 
' Companie | my wor- 
thy Patrons, And my 
| ſelke alſo by turther 
fauours to bee an vn- 
worthy member of 
the ſame. And there- 
| by alſo doeI ſtand ob-. 
 liged for the reloluing. 
of your conſciences in 
this point of ſcrupſe, 
and for the faſter knit- 
ting of you vpin the 
bai:d of peace. 
Vnderſtand there: | 
fore,that there be two | 


kinde of Oathes, the | 


? 


Next I muſt ever | 


| 


—_ 


B 2 one | 
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one is aſlertorie, and 
the other promiſo- 
| r1C- 
The Oath of aſſeue- | 
[ration by which the 
truth ofan y thing paſt 
or preſent .is auerred 
muſt needs be kept by 
ſuch as have any con- 
ſcience atall. Therea- | 
ſon is, becauſe the 
J | breach thereof falleth 
direftly, whollie, and 
all at once vpon the 
Conſcience, and ther- 
by becommeth moſt 
ſenſible. 

2 Butanoath of pro- 
miſe being once paſt, 
1s in timeforgotten,as | 
wid if | 


D——_———— ee Tel 


% 
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if the binding power | X 
thereof did by little 
and little weare away, 
which though ir bee | | 
| nor ſointruth,but on- | 
ly in the error of our | 
obliuious nature, yet 
| is this the moſt chari- | 
table realon that can 
be rendred, of thero0 
too much inegle&t of 
Oathes in this Cirtie. 
Yer is this the Oath 
which 1s to bee inten- 
ded in this bulineſle, 
and which is mentio- 
ned in this Scripture, 
for inthe 13. Verle be- 
fore my text, ir is ſe1d. 
| When God made the pro- 


| 03. 


_ m— 
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| A Sermon [ 
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miſe wnlo Abraham 
hauing no greater to 


I I_—_ 


| ſweare by , he ſware by 
| himſelfe. This 1s that 

Oath which you haue 
FE ſolemnly taken, where- 
| in you haue pawned 


| the ſacred Maicſtie of 
God, that you will 
fairhfully keepe your 
promiſe , by laying 
| | hand vpon the booke, 
and kifling the ſame. 
Wherein it at- any 
time hereafter you 
ſhall faile, yon haue 
forfeited that intereſt, 
| which you haue in 
that Maieſtie by the 


| bond of thoſe words. 
| So | 


..A———— 


M—— 
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So help you God. 
| Now the Queſtion 
15 NO more but this. 


| A Cittizen hath vn- 
| dertaken a double 
Oarh. | 


1 As Freeman of the 
Cittie he ſweareth To 
be obeiſant and obedient 
| ro the Maior and the_ 
Ainiſters of this Cittie. 
To maintaine the fran- 
chiſes and Cuſtomes 
thereof. Thres Cittie to 
keepe harmele{/ e in that 
him lieth. To bre con- 
tributorie bo all manner 
of charges ec. bearing 
B 4 part 


| pon Oathes. | 
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| this fellowſhip he hath 


| be made, or hereafter 


| Whether this man 


| not to diſorder , but 


A Sermon 
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part 454 freeman on oht. 
2 As a member of 


likewiſe (worne. 

Truly to obay all man- 
ner of rules , impoſit- 
ons and ordigances that 


ſhall be made axd lawful- 
ly ordained for the or- 
dering of” the ſaid fel- 
| lowhhip. 


thus obliged may in- 
deauour or conſent 


to diſmember this 
fellowſhip, by the 
ſeparation of himlelfe 


a, 


and} 


- —  — 
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—— 


| 


| 


op0n Oathes. 


and others from the 
ſame. - 


Whether hee may 
labour to bee freed 
from thoſe charges to 
which he hath ſworne 
to be contributory, 


Whether . by this | 


prefident of Innouatt- 
08, to incourage other 
Companies vpon the 
like pretence - to at- 
tempt the ſame : be to 
obay the gouernours, 
to maintaine and keep 
this Cittic harmeleſſe 
to his power. 


I will not fit Tudge 


_— — ——————— Da SIR CL 
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or determine vpon as | 
ny mans conſcience, 
but only lay open the 
Queſtion in ſuch man- 
ner, as every man 1n 
his conſcience may be 
his owne Judge. 

T here betwo points 
without compaſlle of 
this queſtion. 

1 That thoſe who 
| hane not taken this 
Oath may vpon uſt 
| cauſe ſeeke : and that 
 authoritie in the Eye 
to a more publike 
good may eommand 
a ſeperation, wecall it 
| not into queſtion. For 
this 1s their act and 


— 
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| 
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pon Oathes, 
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not thine, and there- 
fore concerneth not 
this point. ; 


2 It 1s not denied 
"op a Company may 
e 1magined ſo appa 
rantly peſtilent to the 
common wealth ; ſo 
tyrannicall and bur- 
denſome to the ſworn: 
members of theſame, 
as they may lawtully 
deſire anq endeauour 
a redreſle , and for 
want of that a ſepera- 
tion , for they are 
ſworne onely ro-that 
which is lawfull. Bur 
this is farre from our 


oo» ww 
= "— 


| A Sermon 
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point , [ tinde it not. 
obieRed. 


be the motire The Re- 
formation of Abuſes. 

Beloued, this word 
Reformation is a good 
word : but it hath 
guilt many a rotten 
peece of wood. 

For what FaQion 
or Schiſme ever en- 
rered into Church, 
what rebellion or in- 
ſurretion euer began. 
In Common-wealth, 
| which masked not vn- 
| der a pretence of Rc- 
formation ? 


What then might 


. Abuſes there are, 


and 


CT — i <_ 
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| & cuer wil be, though 


| red. 


Tp Oathes, | 


a new Compante 
ſhould dropfrom the 


clouds. And a refor- | 


mation of abuſes is| 


euermore- to be delt- 


But firſt. Is there 
no meanes of. refor- 
mation already eſta- | 
bliſhed equiualent to 
that which 1s delired ? 

It not. May. no | 
meanes bee thought | 
vpon, by oint ſute ro 
be obtained, withour | 
ſuch innouation and 
ſeparation ? 

IF not. Is- all thts 
clcere, oris it queſti- 
onable 


dl 


Eo... — 
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| which is cleere and 
| withour queſtion ? 
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and as yet vndetermi-1 
ned? 


onable, then make 
thisa Lure. 
Whether ſuch a 
| ſcrupleariſing in thy 
lid. or ſuggeſted 
by others, may dil- 
pence with any brach 
of a ſolemne Oath 


Lay thine Oath then 
1n one Scoale with all 
| the waightsthatther- 
unto belongeth, as 
hath beene delivered: 
 andletthy conſcience 


| If it be but queſti-| 


onable and dou btfull, | 


| ; bee C| 


__— EE 
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bee an indifferent 
[udge, whether a ſcru- 


. x | 
ple remaining as yet | 


queſtionable may 0- 
uer-ballancethe ſame? 

Let mee propound 
two places of Scrip- 


ture vnto you, the | 
. | one as a precept, the 


other by way of ex- 
ample, both concer- 
ning the validitie of a 
promiflarie Oath. 

1 Inthe 15, Pſalme, 
the queſtion is, Who 


ſhall dwell in Gods Ta- 


bernacle, or reft pon. 


his holy hull ? Thar is, 


\Who {ſhall be a liue- 
ly member of the 
Church 


| '2Q9 


” 
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| 
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|carth, or enter into. 
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Church.. militant on 


eternall reſt in hea- 
uen ? One maine 
branch of the anſwer 
isat the fifth verſe, He 
that ſweareth to bs 


neighbour , and atſap- 


hinderance. As it 1s the 
publike good which 
1s pretended,ſo let our 
caueat be, what is in- 
tended in this at- 
tempt. Is it the zeale 
of ſomepublike good 
which conſumeth vs 
in this buſtneſſe ? Or 


is it. the hope of ſome 


[ 


pointeth him not , and | © 
though it be to his owne 


| 


aduan- 


or Os "IR - Tl. 
- 7 —"—_ 
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aduantage or ſuppo- 
ſeddignitie, ſome pro- 
fit, orexpected liber- | 
tie vnto- our ſelues, 
which putteth- fire 
vnto vs ? Remember 
this-is not- a priuate .| 
oath twixt neighbour 
| & neighbour, where- 
of the Pſalmiſt ſpea-. 
keth, bur publikeand 
ſolemne, and fo much. 
the more obligatorie. 
| The breach thereof is 
direatly againſt hea- 
uen and earth. And 
the ſcandalous exam- 
ple of that breach 
mayextend to all the } 
' | Companies of this 

Citie, | 


——— —— — —— <—— 


is 


—__—_ 


miſtaking the Gibeo- 
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the flacking of their 
Oarhes. 
| Therfore wharſocuer 
aduantage, liberty, or 
dignitte may accrue 
thereby, keepe thine 
oath intire, though it 
be to thine owne hin- 
derance. If thou mean 
to dwellin Gods Ta- 
bernacle on earth, or 
toreſt vpon his holy 
hill in heauen : for the 
anchor of that hope 
lieth at pawne. 

2, An example we 


| 


Citie, asa motiue for | 


| 


D — 


| \ 


\ 


haue, 7ef.9.18. where 
the children of 1/rael 


tes 


”- LA = * 


—_—— 
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nites for fare tiran- 
gers, who indeede 


were their neighbors, 


did make a league 
with them, and con- 
armed the fame by 
ſolemne Oath. 

I. This was an 
oath againſt the Law 
of God, Deuteron.7.2. 
Thou ſhale not make p 
Conenant with them, nor 
haut compaſſion on them. | 

2. It was an Oath 
ralhly taken by the 
| Princes, 1 in that they 
 asked not counſell art 
the mouth of God, 
but ſuffered them-' 
ſelues to be deluded 


- p- 


—c 


———_ —__—— _ 


—_«l 


—— —___—_— neon, 


_——__— 


—— 
——— 


| the Gibeonites, Dolmus 
perſonarum, a rmailta- | 


[ they (ware. 


— hen — —— 
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their patched bottles, 
and-mouldie bread. 


guilefully giuen by 


king of the perſons 
themſelues to whom : 


Notwithſtanding all 
this,the Princes of the 
people that ſware, 
durſt not ſatisfhe the 
people in breaking | 
their Oath. 7 


breake it in {laying | 
the Gibeonites, a long | 


time) 


R— RR ———._ 


by taeir' old apparell, | 
their clouted ſhooes, || 


3. Itwas an Oath 


Saul afterwards did | 


| 


| time after, when time 


| famine. God anſwe- 


1 


——_—_— — —@——@M—. _= _ —_ 


| eopon Oathes. 


ii. 


| 


might ſeeme to haue | 
worne out the ſenſeof 
it, 2.S499.21.1. 
Heereupon God | 
mine. Dauiainquireth | 
of the cauſe of thar | 


reth, Jt was Saul and 


———_ 


ling the Gibeonites, to | 
whom the children of 1ſ-. 
rael had ſworne. And 
beſides this, for fur- 
ther ſatisfaction , the 
ſeuen ſonnes of Sax/ 
were hanged vp in 
the mountaine before 


the Lord. 


| 


| 


ſent three | Janckes fa- | 


hs bloudze houſe for kil- | 


_— ee —.__—_—_ hb. _—_— — 


— 
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| Obſerve therefore, | 
| thatthis being a ralh,! 
| guiletull, and vnlaw- 
| full oath, had no bin- 
| ding power in it ſelfe: 

| yer {ceing the name 
of the God. of 1ſrael 
was pawned by his| 
people,it plealed God | 
rather to diſpence| | 
with his owne Law, 
then with their Oath, 

{in regard of ſean- 
| dallamongſ} Heathen 
|pcople , that they] 
might not fay, 1/racl 
madelight account of | 
the name of their] 


E 


et 


wap 7 oh 


— 


—— 


SE a. 


TY 
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God. 
Beloued, this Oath 
of 


een et 


Open Oathes. 


| 
KS 
| of yours 15 no vnlaw- 
full Oath, but appro- 
ued of all. It is no raſh 
Oarh. It it were. you 
(hould not only con- 
demne your ſelues, 
but an infinite num-. 


the ſame. 

| It is no deceitfull 
Oath. The words are 
plaine and {1mple. Let 
mee adde further : It 


Princes to their {laues 
appointed ro the 
ſlaughter, as the Gr- 
beonites were, but of 


| lowſhip and incorpo- 
| ration. | 


| 


is not the Oath of | 


| 
| 


the members of a fel- ' 


ber belides for taking | 


— _—__—_ 
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ration. It is not ſin- 
gle, bur. doubled,dou- 
bled with ſolemnitie 


this Citie. 


em. 


| men that knew not 


the true God : yer he 


an Oath, ſhall not 
only loſe his creditfor 
euer amongſt -men, ' 


etiamſi ed plures Deos 


met, but vengeance 
allo fr aboue cir 
follow him,as the wiſe 


-| man auerreth.Not by 


any power in the 
Idols, by whom the 


| tothis Companie, to | 


Now ft ee were 
but men, Heathen | 


| that (hall breake ſuch | 


is 


Hea- 


It 


| 


| 


—_ 0 = wg | 


Heathen ſweare, but 
becauſe in euery falſe 


religion there is ſome | 


truth intwined by the 
vertue of that t, uth, 
the vengeance of chat 
divine power which 
is acknowledged by 


[dolaters, {hall follow | 


 periured perſons. 


But wee are Chri- | 


' ſtians, worſhipping 
the true God and Sa-. 


viour of the world. 
'This obligation then 
is doubled vpon vs: 
and what will pro- | 
phane perſons obie& | 


if we breake it ? 
Wee profeſle our 


| 
| 
| 


| 


'S ſelues 


* tem ——_—___w 


| day by their moſt ſo-| 
Jlemne Oathes. [| 
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ſelnes profeſlors ofthe 
Goſpell of Chriſt, and 
worſhippers of the 
true God truly. What | 


will our aduerſaries in 
this profeſhon ſay, 


| 


when. they ſhall ſee | | 
| vs paſſe aver theſe di- || 


uine bonds as matter | 


of meere formalitie ? | 
I will tell you what 
they doe ſay ; Thar 


our Fore-fathers in |. 
| this Land vnder their | 


Religion were faſter 
tied by their bare 
word and promiſe, 
then Proteſtants at this 


CI a a, iran 


—_—_— 


= 


pon Oathes. 


| 


| "OR 


panie, 


C2 


EE. et tt... 


LI they ſhall inferre 
this & non cauſa, pro 
caſa, 1imputing it to 
{ our Religion,it is well 
knowne wee can ea- 
< ily quit them with 
|their. owne. But in 
ſome men of our Re- 
ligion wee mult con- 
feſſe it 1s inexcuſable. 
Comewe then to our 

generall concluſion. 

It there be any Free- 
man of this Citie, 
member ofthis Com- 
who doth or 
{hal! deſire not to bee 
ſubie&to ſuch lawtull 
ordinances as hee 1s 
formerly {worne vn- | 


to; 


A — 
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ro; or {hall endeuour 
or giue coſent to thoſe 
f that ſhall endeuour 
| for any ſuch innoua- 
: tion or ſeparation as 
may proue dange-| 
rouseither to the ſha- | ! 
| king of this Cictie go-| 
uernment , or the 
weakening ofthis pre- 
ſent Companie. 
Before that ſuch a 
| one proceede any fur- 
| 
| 


——__ 


ther, Let him lay his 
| hand vpon his heart,& 
ſeriouſly confider the 
binding power of a 
| lolemne promiſlorie 
Oath in generall as 
| hath beene deliuered, | 
| rogether ! 


— 
—_ — —_—— - 
"Dag ns : 

LY 
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— ho by 
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together with the con- 

tents 'of his double 

oath in particular ; 

Nextler him ſee what 

warrant he hatheither 
vpon hope of any dig- 

nitic, libertie, or ad- 

uantazeto himſelte in 

private, Or vponany 

ſcrupleariiing in him, 

or [uggeited by others 

for the publique , to 

crofle any branch of 
either Oath : Or what 

power can diſpence. 
with his conſcience in 

this caſe. the ſubject of 
his Oath remant::ing as. 
it doth. 

It is cleere thy Oath 


pon Oat hes . | 


| 


C3 dotn 


i 
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doth not binde thee 
_ |from ſeeking the re- 
dreſlſe and reformiati- 
on of any. abuſe with- 
inthy calling whatſo- 
euer, God forbidde it | 
ſhould , Neither doth 
it forbid thee to ad- 
uiceinthy place about | 
the meanes of refor- 
mation ; Onely ab- 
ſtain from that meanes 
which ſhall tranſgrefle 
any part of thine 
Oath. 
| If there bee no 
meanes- of reformari- 
on either already eſta- 
| bliſhed , or to bee ob- 
tained, but ſuch: Let 
| that 


I —— Mt tm 
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| URL be the a&t of au-| 


thority, the innention 
of ſuperiours and not 
thine, Let it be their 
determination, rather 
then thy leeking. 
Touch not thine 
Oath. Remember how 
farre thou art obliged 
before. by a diuine 
On, and thou maieſt 

play taſt and 
Jooſe withtfecternall 
God. Hee 1s that 
greater in my text by 
whom welſweare, and 
an Oath ought to bee 
the end of all ſtrife a- | 
monegſit men, 1n pri- 
uate ſocieties, in Com- 


panties, | 
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| 
| panies, in 1 Citties, and | 
in kingdomes. Bee it 
farre from vs then to 
contend or {trive a- 
gainſt any branch of 
our Oath, leaſt wee 
ſeemero ſtrive againlt 
| God. Arid then fhall|| 
we kicke againtt the 
prickes, tothe woun- 
| ding of our ſelues, 
| our {oules and con(ci- 
ences for euer. 

Of which Con- 
ſcience as of a moſt| 
precious lewell, that 
euery one of vs may 
hauea tender care, to- 
gether with a moſi 


hol y Reuerence of 
Gods 


_ _ 


| 
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name in theſe ſacred 
couenants and celeiti- 
all bonds, hee glue | 
grace whois the foun - 
taine of all Graces, | 
leſus Chriſt, ro whom | 
with the Facher and | 
bleſſed ſpirit, three | 
perſons and one | 
God, be all 
praiſe and 


glory. 


Fink. 
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| Gods moſt glorious | 


